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The Guidelines and Regulations for Doctoral Studies constitute an internal regulation of the Faculty 

of Nuclear Sciences and Physical Engineering, Czech Technical University in Prague (hereinafter also 

referred to as “FNSPE” or the “Faculty”). These Guidelines and Regulations further specify the details 

of the Doctoral Study Programmes offered at the Faculty in accord with the Study and Examination 

Regulations for Students of the Czech Technical University in Prague.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Academic Senate of the Faculty of Nuclear Sciences and Physical Engineering, Czech Technical 

University in Prague, pursuant to Section 27 par.1, letter b) of Act No. 111/1998 Coll., of the Higher  

Education Act and on Amendments and Supplements to other acts (the Higher Education Act), as 

altered and amended, has adopted the following internal regulation of the Faculty.   
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GUIDELINES AND REGULATIONS FOR DOCTORAL STUDIES 

FACULTY OF NUCLEAR SCIENCES AND PHYSICAL ENGINEERING 

OF THE CZECH TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY IN PRAGUE 

 

Guidelines and Regulations for Doctoral Studies of the Faculty of Nuclear Sciences and Physical 

Engineering of the Czech Technical University in Prague (hereinafter the “Guidelines and Regula-

tions for Doctoral Studies”), in accord with the Study and Examination Regulations for Students of 

the Czech Technical University in Prague, as amended (hereinafter the “SERS”), further specify the 

details for pursuing studies in Doctoral Programmes offered at the Faculty of Nuclear Sciences and 

Physical Engineering (hereinafter “FNSPE”). The rights and obligations of students, supervisors, 

and Doctoral Programme Boards stipulated by the SERS are in no way affected by these Guidelines 

and Regulations. Failure to fulfil study obligations arising from these Guidelines and Regulations 

shall be considered as failure to meet the study requirements of the PhD Programme pursuant to 

the SERS.  

  

Article 1 – Admission to the PhD Programme   

1. Admission to the PhD Programme is based on a competitive selection procedure and conforms 

to the relevant internal regulations being in force, in particular the SERS of the Czech Technical 

University in Prague (hereinafter the “CTU”) and regulations of the Faculty of Nuclear Sciences 

and Physical Engineering, Czech Technical University in Prague.   

2. The admission procedure to Doctoral Programmes is announced and declared open by the 

Dean after a preliminary approval by the Academic Senate of FNSP respecting the proposal of 

the Chairs of respective Doctoral Programme Boards. 

3. The training institutions in cooperation with the Doctoral Programme Boards and the Office for 

Science and Research (hereinafter referred to as “OSR”) ensure that the approved thematic re-

search areas of dissertation topics are published on the FNSPE website.  

4. Admission conditions of international applicants to Doctoral Programmes are governed by the 

internal regulations of the CTU and the FNSPE being in force.  

5. If an international student applies for admission to a PhD Programme accredited in the Czech 

language, the admission procedure is conducted in the Czech language (the applicant may also 

respond in Slovak). The Admission Committee shall state in the record of the admission proce-

dure whether the applicant, in addition to demonstrating subject-specific knowledge, has also 

demonstrated sufficient proficiency to communicate in Czech/Slovak at a level necessary for 

enrolling on a Programme in the Czech language.  

6. An applicant seeking admission to a PhD Programme accredited in the English language must 

demonstrate competency in English by providing a language proficiency certificate (its recog-

nition is judged by the Department of Humanities and Languages of FNSPE) or by passing a 

language examination administered by the Department of Humanities and Languages of 

FNSPE. Native speakers are exempt from the language examination, as are applicants who 

have completed a Master’s Degree Programme in English.  
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Article 2 – Course of Study  

1. An individual curriculum shall be prepared by the supervisor in reasonable cooperation with 

the doctoral student, and also the specialist supervisor (if appointed), in such a way that in the 

Full-time Programme it shall include at least two examinations in compulsory specialized  

courses in the first year of the Programme and completion of the full study block in the second 

year. In the Combined Course, the examination limits are extended by half, i.e., to 3 and 6 se-

mesters, respectively.  

2. The curriculum must include verifiable milestones of the course of study, i.e. deadlines for com-

pleting specialization courses and passing the corresponding examinations, interim reports 

documenting sufficient progress in research for writing the dissertation, etc. 

3. Any request for modification of the curriculum must comply with the requirements stated in 

paragraph 1, except for requests justified by serious and documented personal reasons (rec-

ognised parental leave, long-term illness, etc.).  

4. For the purpose of developing doctoral students’ presentation skills, the Doctoral Programme 

Board of the respective Programme (hereinafter the “DPBP”) may impose on students of a given 

Programme, year, and form of study the obligation to present the results of their research at a 

student scientific conference (including the possibility of fulfilling this obligation by alternative 

means, e.g., a presentation at an international conference).  

5. The DPBP may also impose on doctoral students of the relevant full-time PhD Programme the 

obligation to complete teaching practice at a maximum extent of 4 classes per week. It is pri-

marily aimed at developing their presentation skills. 

6. The DPBP shall set the dates for the evaluation of the course of study, which it shall conduct in 

accordance with relevant disciplinary practices of the subject area at least once per year. If the 

evaluation concludes that the student is failing to a minor extent to fulfil the curriculum, the 

DPBP shall propose corrective measures, the fulfilment of which shall be taken into account in 

the next evaluation. In cases where the student fails to fulfil the obligations arising from the 

curriculum in a serious or exceptionally serious manner, the measures set out in the Study and 

Examination Regulations (SERS) shall apply. 

7. If, during the discussion, the Committee recommends that the submitted study be revised, the 

DPBP shall set a deadline by which the student must resubmit the study in a satisfactory form, 

shall accordingly update the curriculum and shall take into account the proper fulfilment of this 

obligation in the evaluation of the course of study.  

 

Article 3 – Language Training  

1. In doctoral studies, all doctoral students of the Faculty of Nuclear Sciences and Physical Engi-

neering, Czech Technical University in Prague taking the PhD course in the Czech language are 

required to complete a two-semester course in Academic English. On the supervisor’s recom-

mendation, the doctoral student may register for an additional foreign language as an elective 

course.  

2. The doctoral student signs in for the course in the KOS registration system for both semesters 

of the academic year in which they intend to pass the foreign language course. The level (lower-

intermediate/intermediate or advanced) is decided at the beginning of the academic year on 

the results of an interview and a placement test.  
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3. Language training takes place in the form of regular seminars running for two semesters, al-

ways starting in the winter semester. Attendance is compulsory and the doctoral student is 

obliged to fulfil the requirements set by the instructor.  

4. In exceptional circumstances (e.g. international internship or health reasons), it is possible, 

upon agreement with the instructor, to follow an individual curriculum according to the agreed 

instructions and prove that all course requirements have been satisfied. 

5. Language training is completed by an examination consisting of a written part and an oral part 

attended by the student´s supervisor or an authorised representative of the supervising train-

ing department/institution.  

6. The Department of Humanities and Languages shall determine which language proficiency cer-

tificates it recognises as equivalent to the language examination it administers, and under 

what conditions.  

7. The conditions and requirements of language courses for students on the English Programme 

are within the competence of the Department of Humanities and Languages.  

  

Article 4 – Doctoral Thesis  

1. The Doctoral Thesis must contain original creative research results achieved by the doctoral 

student and published or demonstrably accepted for publication in peer-reviewed impacted 

journals indexed in relevant subject-area databases. Therefore, a necessary prerequisite for 

submitting the Thesis is significant authorship and creative contribution of the doctoral student 

to at least one publication related to the topic of the Doctoral Thesis published or accepted for 

publication in an indexed impacted journal (according to the Web of Science Core Collection or 

its possible future successor). In cases deserving special consideration, particularly in the case 

of an unusually long ongoing peer review of a submitted manuscript, the Chair of the respective 

DPBP may grant an exemption from this requirement. A written decision, including justification, 

shall be added to the student’s portfolio archived by the Office for Science and Research of 

FNSPE CTU.  

2. The published results included in the Thesis must be the outcome of doctoral studies and re-

search done at FNSPE, i.e. they must be published mentioning the affiliation with FNSPE of the 

Czech Technical University in Prague (multiple affiliations are permitted). The affiliation must 

include full names of FNSPE and CTU, namely “Faculty of Nuclear Sciences and Physical Engi-

neering” and “Czech Technical University in Prague”. In publications written in Czech or Slovak, 

the affiliation must state “Faculty of Nuclear Sciences and Physical Engineering” (i.e.,”  Fakulta 

jaderná a fyzikálně inženýrská”) and “Czech Technical University in Prague” (i.e.,” České vysoké 

učení technické v Praze”). Abbreviations or other alterations to the official name of CTU are not 

permitted; however, the Faculty name may be replaced by the abbreviation FNSPE or FJFI if the 

full name cannot be used due to character limits imposed by the publisher. If the articles are 

published in languages other than Czech, Slovak, or English, the English names must be used.   

3. The formality requirements of Doctoral Theses in terms of content and graphic layout are set by 

the Vice-Dean’s Regulation – Formal Requirements for Dissertations. If the Doctoral Thesis 

clearly does not comply with these requirements, the Office for Science and Research may re-

fuse to accept it, return it to the student, and request formal revision.   

4. The SERS specifies which materials the PhD student must submit together with the Thesis. 

Without these materials, the Office for Science and Research cannot accept it.  
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Article 5 – Duties of the Supervisor  

1. The Supervisor is obliged to be present at the Thesis defence (Viva Voce) of the doctoral stu-

dents under their supervision, unless prevented from doing so by obstacles to work on the em-

ployee’s side under the Labour Code or by a long-term research stay abroad. Under such cir-

cumstances the conduct of the Thesis defence in the absence of the Supervisor shall conform 

to SERS in force. The Head of the supervising department is obliged to enable the Supervisor’s 

participation in the defence.  

2. The Supervisor shall write an evaluation report on the final version of the Thesis submitted by 

the doctoral student under their supervision and forward it to the student. Unless otherwise 

agreed with the doctoral student, the Supervisor shall elaborate the report without undue de-

lay, no later than one month after receipt of the Thesis text.   

  

Article 6 - Board for the Defence of Doctoral Theses 

1. The Board shall consist of at least five members, the recommended number being at least six. 

The Board is quorate if at least two-thirds of its members are present. The Board for a given 

subject area may be permanent or may be appointed for individual defences; the selection of 

members shall follow practice of the disciplines and SERS.  

  

Article 7 – Doctoral Student Scholarships  

1. The payment of Scholarships to doctoral students is governed by the Rules for Granting Schol-

arships of the Czech Technical University in Prague in force.  

2. Payment of the regular monthly Scholarship of doctoral students on a full-time programme is 

determined by the Dean’s Directive – PhD Scholarships. 

3. Provision of a supplementary Scholarship or doctoral study income for doctoral students cov-

ered by Section 91a of the Amendment to the Higher Education Act, beyond the amount of the 

regular monthly Doctoral Scholarship set by the Dean’s Directive, is the responsibility of the 

home department where the doctoral student is registered.  

  

Article 8 - Conditions for Double-degree Doctoral Studies, i.e. under Joint Supervision 

1. Doctoral Programmes at the Faculty of Nuclear Sciences and Physical Engineering, Czech Tech-

nical University in Prague (FNSPE CTU) may also be offered in cooperation with a foreign higher 

education institution, i.e. in the form of so-called joint supervision, (also referred to as Double-

degree or Joint-degree Programmes). The prerequisite for embarking on this type of Pro-

gramme is a valid agreement concluded between CTU or FNSPE CTU and the partner university 

abroad or its constituent part, in accordance with the Vice-Dean for Science and Research’s 

Regulation on Concluding Contracts on Joint Degree between Partner Universities, or a consor-

tium agreement of a group of universities jointly offering this type of study, to which CTU or 

FNSPE CTU is a party.      

2. The prerequisite for embarking on a Joint Supervision Programme is successful admission to at 

least one of the partner universities, or an admission procedure organised jointly by the par-

ticipating universities.   

3. For doctoral studies under joint supervision on a Double-degree Programme, a supervisor of 

the doctoral student is appointed at each participating university. The roles of these supervi-

sors are equal.   
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4. At the beginning of the Doctoral Programme, the supervisors, in mutual agreement and in con-

sultation with the doctoral student, shall prepare the programme schedule , according to which 

the proportion of the Programme at each participating university must be comparable. This 

schedule is submitted for approval to the relevant DPBP and the corresponding body of the 

university abroad.  

5. While on the programme, the student must fulfil all study requirements imposed by the SERS 

and the Guidelines and Regulations for Doctoral Studies, with the understanding that study 

obligations demonstrably completed at the participating universities are mutually recognised 

and credited. 

6. The inter-university agreement specifies how to harmonize on contradictory issues in the PhD 

Course regulations of the participating universities (e.g., board membership, deadlines, etc.). 

7. The nomination process of members for the Boards for Defence of Doctoral Theses shall take 

into consideration equal representation of the participating universities. Members of Boards 

nominated by FNSPE shall comply with the qualification requirements stipulated by SERS.  

8. The proposed structure of Boards for Defence of Doctoral Theses is subject to an approval pro-

cess according to SERS ; i.e., the Board structures are discussed by DPBP and upon recommen-

dation of its Head the names are passed to the Dean for final approval and nomination in ac-

cordance with the agreement.  

9. Even if the defence takes place before the joint board in the premises of the partner university, 

its term shall be made public in due time at CTU, in accord with SERS. The PhD student and the 

supervisor are responsible for safe and timely delivery of all source materials to the Office for 

Science and Research.  

10. The inter-university agreement stipulates the ratio of fees the PhD student is bound to pay to 

each of the partner university to cover their studies (including fees for PhD Course taken in a 

foreign language , as the case may be, or fees charged by the partner university).   

  

Article 9 – Transitional and Final Provisions 

1. These Guidelines and Regulations become effective on the day of approval by the Academic 

Senate of CTU in Prague. 

2. The State Doctoral Examination compulsory for PhD students registered for the PhD Course 

prior to 1 March 2025 shall be governed by the Guidelines and Regulations for Doctoral Studies 

approved by the Academic Senate of CTU in Prague on 19 June 2019. 


